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HONORABLE AND RE- 


LIGIOVS LORD, THE LORD | 
EDWARD SEIMAVR EARLE OF 
Hertford,andto the right Honorable and 


virtuous Lady, the Lady Frauncis, 


Counteſle of Hertford, Gods abun- 
dant graces and blesſings,for this life 
| and for thelifeto come. | 


n2-W9 7h; Honorable, my 
|S?) ca ſingular: good Lord 
| el and Lady, your Ho- 
Ve) nous both having 
A JAY | from time to time ex- 
ceedingly comforted, and encouraged 
mein my-labours of this kind, F reſt 
aſſured,youwill gladly accept and pro- 
teft to your vimoſt,this ſermon of mine 
publiſhed,my good Lord, at your com- 
mand.Whereas ſome of ood {ort, and 
Tardfti to put 
A} me 


= 


+" 
me toit, for a further good to Gods 
Church ed whereas F448 Lord- 
ſhip out of your honourable and reli- 


gious care,procured the right renerend 


father in God, the Lord Biſhop of 


London, my eſpecial good Lord, to 
require itof me, and ſeing oye 

his ' Lordſhip *hath vouchſafed to 
peruſe it, and by bis authoritie hath 
allowed it bauing duely waighed all 


this, F profeſſe that I accomps,Ged 


hath had a diretlimg -and a work-' 


 inghandin all, and hbaue therefore 6- 


beyed, leaning all excuſes, which I 


pht probablre hanue made : enen /o 
Gay will bedone . When a publique 
200d in amans calling, is likely to be 


effefted, excuſes for prinatereſpefls,in 


my conſcience haye no place. 
Had [ but imagined in time,that it 
fhould haue come to this at length, by 


Gods | 


Dedicatorie. 

: Gods helpit had beenebetter, and yet 

bis goodneſſe its, that itis no worſe : 
itistruth, andit is needfull, that F 
dare and do auouch for my part : to 
take it well,and to ve it wel,may make 
it 900d and profitable, for your Honors 
fn, and fo for athers, to whom God 
all gine oppor tunitie and grace. 

F haue beene earneſtly moued to ſet 
itont as Þ preached it; of thewords([ 
am ſure) I hane miſt very few, of the 
matter nothing. 

. Your Honours are well knowve to 
to pray together, to heare ſermons to - 
gether, to receiue the communion the 
bleſſed body and bloud of (hrift le- 
ſus, and that in yourpublique Pariſh- 
Church together, Cod grant more 
of your ſtate, for examples ſake, for 
their owne ſoules ſake, and for Gods 

 glorie ſake, to dothe like. If Pogetber ; 
al/o 


LIMI 


| FheFEpiſtle 

alſo your Honors wil be pleaſed, ſome- © 
"times toreade and conferre ſeriouſly of 
this diuine matter”, heer conſecrated to 
Js me be blamed, 

and moſt [enerely cenſured, if you finae 
cauſe , to repent your well beſlowing 
azme , and paines this way. 
T he Lord God of mercies fill your | 
noble hearts with heauenly graces,and | 
-powre pon both-your Honours,and all 
yours. his richeſt bletſings, for his 
deare ſonne Chriſt Jeſus his ſake. Lon 
don the 25 of Nonember, 1607. 


Your honours moſt bounden: 
and .deuoted chaplaine, 


" Toun PELLING, 
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| Caff all your care on him, for he careth far you. 


AP Eing to provide me for this 
FA timc and place (right hono- 
z>2& rable, right worſhipfull, and | 

- welbeloued in our Ls and 

ry Sautour Chriſt Ieſus) I have 

&_.with Gods direction (I cruſt ) 

= {etled vpon theſe words formy 

Text, which I haue heer read 

vnto you. I meane by Gods helpe, not to idle out a- 

ny time in handling them, your fatthfulneſle in hear 

ring on your-part, may with Gods bleſſing proue 
to. you well worth, the while. Obſerue- therefore 


_ pray you ,the words, the doctrine, and the vie. The 


wordes importe a: commandement, anda reaſon to 
induce men to obey it, The doctrine, is the dotrine 
of Gods prouidence, which all that talke of, vnder- 
Rand not the truth, nor che depth of. The vſe is ſo 
manifold, and profitable, that any good man may 
be diverſe wayes bercered by it; either he may be in- 
formed of that he knew not, or be reſolued in thar 


hedoubtedof, or be put in minde of that he remem- 


bred not,or be per{waded to that he affeed nor, or 
becomforted in his forrowes,or be moderated in his 
10yes,or be-incouragedin his wel.doing, or be de. 

B terred 


x» 
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erred from evill:fome.all rbeſe waies,ſome,by more 
then theſe may be ſingularly benefired, God in all 


duely ſerued,and his name glorified. 
The words importing the commancement are, 


| Caſt all your care on him; the words inciting men to 0- 
' bey ir, are theſc; For he careth for you . Next before 


my text we reade, Humble your ſelues under the migh- 
tie hand of God,that he may exalt you in due time,and 1o 
comes in my text, Ca## all your care on him, it muſt be 
meant, on- God, for he, that is God,careth, that is 
prouideth, for you, for you molt eſpecially,and moſt 
beneficiallie,that caſt all your care on him... | 

For men to caſt all their care on God, preſuppo- 
ſerh mens taking ſome care for thejnſelues, and.im- - 
plyeth that men ſhould not overcharge themſelues 
with care, nor build vpon their owne, but vpon the 
carethat God hathot them, who is better able to 
proutde forthem, then they can forthemſelues. So- 


that to-care, &to.care moderately, and to accompt 


ita mans beſt prouidence, to depend moſt vppon 
Gods prouidence, is that which we are here com- 
manded, and incited vnto. 1 | 
- . Sith no mancan care, inthat meaſureor manner, 
norrelye in all his courſes vypon Gods care, Gods 
prouidence as he ought, cither not knowing, or not 
duely conſidering what Gods prouidence is,we will 
by his affiſtance,plainely and truely deliuer the doc- 
rrine ,touching that great matter: plainely char ic 
may be vnderſtood, truely, that it may be beleened, 
and io by Gods grace alſo well applyed and vſed. 
In opening this dotrine,] mult ſhew firſt what 


of the pronidence of God, 3 
Gods prouidence is,2. what things areſubie& vnto 
it,z3. Gods mannerof working by it. In the writings 
of the godly lcarned, we finde it thus deſcribed, Pro- 
identia Dei,eft attio Dei externd& temporalis, quaom- 
nia et ſingula que ſunt gonſernat,et que fiunt omnia 
ſingula diſponit ad finem quem ipſe aeterminauit, ſecun: 
dam libertatem rvoluntatis ſuz, zdque wut in omnibus et 

ſingulis glorificetar. The prouidence of GOD is an 
outward anda temporarie ation of God, by which 
he doth preſerueall things that are, vniuerſall and 
| ſingular,anddothdifpoſe of all things general and 
particuler, that are done, and doth derermine the 
end of them, according to the libertie' of his owne 
will,and that to this end that in all things generall 8 
particuler he may be glorified. Andthus, Providentia 
Dei e# eternum, et immutabile decretum Des, de rebus 
onmibns et ſiwgulis, ad ſuos certos ſus et fines perducen- 
dis, ſecundum illum ordinem quem ipſe prefiniutt ad ſu- 
ans gloriam. Gods prouidence is ancternall and an 
immutable decree of God,touching all things what- 
ſocuer,yniuerſal and finguler, to bring themto their 
certain-vſes and ends,according tothatorder which 
God himſelie hath appointed to his owne glorie. 
Thax thefe deſcriptions of the prouidence af God 
haue ſome diuerſitic in'them', they muſt not bee 
thought abſurd;8 though they haueſome ſembliice 
of oppoſition, they muſtnot be thought falſe : for 
well lookt imo they giveligit one to the other, and 
well vnderſtoodthey nothing croſſe, bureuery way 
ſtrengthen each rhe other, The diuerfitie that ſeemes 
israther-in words then in matter, the one peraduen- 
| | B 2 _ ture 


* 
FS 
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ture exprefling more-then the other, but both the 
truth. The oppoſition-that ſeemes, is that Gods pro. 
uidence inthe forinerdeſcription,is ſaid to bean ac- 
tion of God, an outward action, and temporarie; in 


the latter, thar itis called an eternall and an. immus- - 


table decree of God. How can it bee an aRtidn of 


God,and a decree too,how temporarie and yet eters 


nall and immutable ? BY 
There are to bee conſidered inthe prouidence of 


God, three degrees, preſcientia rerum omniumyguolun- 


tas rem quamlibet ad (unm finem perducends,et attualis 
eiuſdem ualuntatis exequutio, God his foreknowledge 
of all things whatloeuer, Gods will, to bring everie 
thing to its certaineend,&trhe atuall excquution of 
that his will. The two former of theſe his foreknow- 
ledge, and his will importe his decree, and that in 
God-is eternall, and immutable :-the latter the exe- 
quution of his decree, and that is outward and tem- 
porarie . Now ſome handling the prouidence of 
God, define it-as itis a decree of God; ſome-asr is 
his exequution of che ſange decree. They that han- 
dle it as Gods decree, muſt needes fet downe thoſe 
properties, which doe neceflarily accompany his 
- decrces,eternitic, and immutabilicic; they rhat han- 
dlear as its the exequution of the ſame decree,muſt 
needs ſet it downe as it is an ation, and that tem- 


orarie, yet both. agreeing: for that expreſly 
andle the aQion, preſuppoſe ego dom oa hep | 
3 


that expreſly handle the decree, imply the aRion: 
to make my treati'e the more full,expteſſe both. 
For aſumme ofall , ro ſhew hat Gods proui- 


UMI 


of t he prouidence of God, TY 5 


dence js, confider-we yet, fonure more particular de. 
grees, which are, firft Creatzo rerum, the ſecond Con. 
fernatio rerun, the third Gubernatio rerum,the tourth 
Ordinatio rerum, the creationor making of things, 
the conſeruation ormaintenance of things, the yn- 
controuleable command and gouernment of things, 
the orderly ſetting and appointing vnto all things 
their {euerall and certaine ends. All theſe in order, 
are Gods prouidence; his decree cternall forall.and 
according to the ſame decree his. actual exequuting 
| allintime. Thus muchas briefly andas plainly as I 
can poſſibly, to ſhew truely, and fully what all true 
chriſtiansare to take Gods prouidence to be, Next 
 whatthingsare, they that areſubiect vato it? 
They are all mankinde;<le& andreprobarte, all 
mens acions,words and thoughts,good and bad:all 
courſes mentake, all matters men take in hand, and 
all their events, proſperous or crofle: all creatures 
whatſocuer, great and ſmall, alhinall. vniuerfal, ſpe- 
cial & particular.are ſubieR vnto Gods prouidence 
they areaccording to his erernall, and immutable 
decree;, in time begunne, continued, guided, and 
brought co their ends, to his glorie, | 
Letvs take a view. of Danads 104, Palme, there 


F 
. . 


ſball-we: finde what things are within the view of 
|. Gods providence, that in wiſedome, that is, inhis 
K © providence, God made, maintained, governedand 
ordained to ſet.vſes and ends.,. the heauens ſpreg 
like a cvrtaine, andlighttodecke all as with. a gigs, 
rious garment. The Moone, tokeepe her ſegions,, 


the Sunneto riſe, and to know his going downe;the 
ITY "= 2 | clouds. 
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clouds caried abour like chariots, and the winds as 


with wings, bis Angels miniſtring ſpirits, the foun- 
dations of the earth vnmoucable,thedeepecouered, 
the waters ſtanding ſometimes, and ſometimes fly- 
ing at his rebuke; The voyce of his thunder toterri- 
fie, the hilsto govp to, the valleys to go downe to, 
the ſprings ſent into the riuers, and the rivers torun 
among the hils , For the beaſts of the field to drinke 


| and quench their thirſt, Graſſe brought foorth for 


cattle, and greene hearbe for the feruice of men, 
bread to ftrengthen, wine to glad mans heart, and 
oyle to make him acheerfull countenance, the day 
for him tolabour in, and the night for him to reſt 
in, the foulesto inhabie the ayre, and to fihg among 


the branches; the {appie' trees, the tall Cedars for 


birds to reſt in, the firre rtees for the Storke, goates 
to haueretuge on hils, and to Conies in ſtony rocks; 
the Lyons one whileto roare after their pray , and 
ſceke their meatearGod, another while to get them 


away together, and to laythem downe in theirdens. 


The great & wide fea alſo with the creeping things 
therein innumerableboth ſmall and great: Godap- 
pointed the ſhips to paſſe them, andthe Leuiathan, 
the greateſt fiſhes as Vhales, and the like tomake 


their paſtimein them. O Lord(ſaith Dawid)how ma- 


nifold:are thy workes, in wiſedome, that is in thy 
pronidence, chou haſt made them all, they all waite 


on thee, that is, depend on thy prouidence, things 


id meate, to have it in due ſeaſon, at the ope- 
| y hand, and thy filling them with good, 
Thus doth the glorious Maicſtie of the Lord en. 


dure; 


UMI 
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of theprouideneeof God. " = 
dure : Thus doth the Lord reioyce in his workes, in 
the workes of his prouidence, beginning, mainrai- 
ning, gouerning them, and bringing them, to their 
due & ſeuerall ends . Touching man himſelfe more 
particularly ſaith S, Paul, At. 17, 7n him, that is in 
God, we line, and meue, and hane our being, more par= 
ticularly yer, the Propher Dauza, as of himſelfe,fo of 
euery good manliuing, in his 139. Pfal. 0 Zord thou 
baſt ſearched me out and knowne me, thou knoweſt my 
downe fitting and my upriſing, thou under ſtanaeſt my 


. thoughts long before, thou art about my path, and about 


my bed, and ſpieſt out all my wayes : For lee there is not 
a word in my tongue but thou O Lord knoweſt it altoge* 
ther, thou haſt faſhioned me behind and before, an4layde 
thine hand-upon me, my reines are thine, thou haſt cone * 
red me in my mothers wombe. 1 am fearfully,and wonders 


| fully made, my bones are not hid from thee though 7 be 


made ſecretly, thine eyes did ſee my ſubſtance, yet being 
onperfect, and in thy bocke, that is,in the booke of thy 


 prouidence, were all wyy members written, which day by 


day were fa{hioned, when as yet there was none of them, 
rhat is, none of them perfeR. Whether then ſhall 1 go 
from thy preſence? If Iclime op into heaven thou art there, 
If I goe downe into hell thou art there alfo, If I take the 
wings of the morning andremaine in the uttermoſt parts 

of the ſea, even there alſo (hall thy hand leade me , and thy 
right hand ſhall bold me, If 1 ſay peraduenture the darknes 

Shall couer me, then ſhall my night be turned to day, the 
darkneſſe is no darkneſſe with thee, but thenight is as 
cleere 41 the day, the darkneſſe and light to thee are both 

alike, All chis is true of gaod men, fo isit of bad men: 
tO. 


-- ff Sermon 

roo.King Salomon inthe 15:0fhisProuerbs teacheth, 
that the eyes-of the Lord in euery place behold the euill 
and the god. God is not properly ſayd to haue eyes 
but by an zvwganwmd&a,aiter the manner of men. His 
eyes are taken for his all-viewing prouidence,in eue- 
rie place, Courr,Citie and Countrey,publique and 
priuate, God beholdeth and obſeruerh the evill and 
the good, men and women, 'ations and intents, 
whatſocuer.... | ; 


Our Sauior himſelfein the 5 of Matt.fairh expreſly, 


that God maketh the Sun to ariſe vpon the cuill and opon 
the good, and ſendeth raine upon the inſt and the roniuſt. 
1will conclude this point with an obſeruation of 
S. ChryſoFome, Vt navis ſine gubernatore. As a (hip 
withouta gouemour, isfor no ſeruice. And asano- 
thernoteth well , 7 corpus ſine anima, as a-bodie 
without a ſoule can do nothing: Sic mundus,fo the 
world coujd neuer be created as itwas,nor continue 
as irdoth,and hathdone,nor be gouerned as iris, and 
Hharhbene, nor cometo theappointedend itſhalic 
ſelfe', and all things therein , Sine Det pronidentia, 
without the proujdence of God, God worketh all 
things, according to the. Council of his will :--a- 
mongl[tall the-rett,all things concerning'all men, 
and ſoys heer fromthe higheſt to the loweſt . * Thus 
| much'of thoſe things which are ſubic@'to Gods 
' Now .to.the-thitd:point, the manher how God 
 worketh.in his providence, whichweare to know 8& 


acknowledge to be 7niverſaliter ,ſpecialiter, & parti- 


eulariter , not generally only, bur particularly roo: 
£3. Fo; ſecondly 


UMI 


' of the prouidemee of Gol gg  * 
ſecondly, Immediat: Er mediate,not immediarly al- 'v 
wayes by himſelfe alone, but by meanes alſo-many 
times, when it pleaſoth him: thirdly, mmutabiliter. 
non mutabiliter, ſoneceſlarily, thatitcan beno'g- 
therwiſe then he will, and he doth nothing contin-= 

_ gently: fourthand laſtly, Ben&non malt, he worketh 
1neuery thing well, in nothingill. | 

Nor generally only, bur particularly alſo, God 
hada worke with /ozas, when he charged him-to go 
to Niniuie, when Jonas was thifting and ſhipr to go 

another was God ets a tempeſt to worke at ſeaa- 
gainſt that ſhip, God: caſt che lot vpon Hopas to be 
caſtout, God prouided a VVhale to receine. 7onas, 
andtoſer him ſafe on ſhoare. Againe,God charged 
him for Niniuic, guided him thither, provided for 
him there. Gods handin his prouidence, working 
particularly, is moſt cuidently ſeene in this toric. - 

The like on Hered caten vp with wormes for his 

p_ and on Pharach plagued,and confounded for 
is obſtinacy and hardneſle ofheart , The like on 
Tob., ſtrangely atfliQed for his triall,8& more ſtrange- 
ly crowned for his patience. The like on many other 
whom bookes do report, ſome notable particulars 
of; the like nodoubt,on all men living, though men 
vie to obſerue nothing but ſtrange matters that be- 
fall them; but God is as particular in his ordinaric 
| -' workes amongſt vs, as in hisextraordinariez ordina» 
*. ricandextraordinatie to him are bothalike. 
The next point is that God workethin his prouts 
dence immediate without meanes . yea agai 
| meanes, and ſometimes _ by meancs, Wirth- 


ES: our 
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out meanes, God created theworld ofnothing, he 
preſeraed. Moſes fortie dayes 0:1 the Mount wichout 
food; andthe Iiraclires fortie-yearesin the wilder» 
nee without chaunge of appare!l. In tempeſts at 
ſea many times, when menlooxe euery. houre to be 
caſt away z Io. extremitic of lickneſle, when Phyli- 
tions and all giue a-man off; In dangerous chuld- 
births, when women be at their wits end;. in many 
deſperate extremities of this life , when wee ſeeno 
meanes of helpe.in the world', iztis' found: diverſe 
times, that GOD commeth-in with his immedi- 
. ate helping hand; andturneth rempeſtuous ſtormes 
to fairc. weather, deadly ſicknes to ſafe recouerie, 
moſt ſorrowtull trauelsto-ioyfull deliveries, the bit- 
tereſt-iarres amonglt triends,to.lweatecontefitment, 
the greateſt neglect. andfouleſt-diſgraces ( vnde'er- 
uedeſpecially)unto-higheſtaccompr,and deareſt ta- 
UO1nr, I : 

The Kings hart ſaith. Salomonin the 21, of the Pros 
werbsism the hands of the:Lord as the riueys of waters,& 
he tarneth it whitber. ſatuer it pleaſeth bim, As Kings 
harts,ſfo all mens. clic. Our God(faith Dawir!) is in hea- 
ucn,and bath done. whatſoener pleaſeth himtras hee hath 
done,ſo doth heitill;and will doe, howfoever it plea- 
ſeth him,with meanes,or without-meanes,or againſt 
meanes, meanes or no meanes to God, are both a- 
likezonely as in his prouidence he hath ditpoſed how 
things ſhall be broughtto paſle, ſoiemuſt be, That 
he worketh againſt meanes, is the ſtrangeſt; but it is . 
as trueas the reſt; Inthe. 14 of Exod, wee read that 

the ſca diuided for Moſes and the 1/zaclttes, In the 2. 
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of the preutdence of God. - == 
of Kings.2,That the river of Jordan'diuidedfor Flgah, 
and -E//ha. in the 19, of 1ofaah, hai the ſimne ſtood 
ſtill for 29/uah, Tn the 3.of Dantel,that the fire would 
not burne Shadrach,Meſhach and Abednego.ln the 6.0f 
Daniel,that the hungry Lions would nor touch Dari 
el. lnthe x2 ofthe As, thar nEither Tron chaynes, 
noran Iron gate-could hold Peter, In the '28. of rhe 
As, that a venemous viper could doe Paule no 
harme, If all the wicked of all the nations in the 
world, ſhould band themſclues againſtrhic Lord,and 
. againſt hisannoynred,our Prince, his prophets, his 
ſeruants, God can daih them all, as it pleafeth the 
Lord, fo only come things to paſle, bleſſed bee the 
name-ot the Lord. a, | 

Now it-followeth to be ſhewed, that God work- 
eth by meanes, which I cannot declare better, tiien 
by ſhewing what meanes he vſeth in his workes: as 
firſt his Angels, that ſometimes appeare viſibly to 
men, as they did to xcob inthe 32 0: Geneſis, when 
he was in his journey, he calleth them the hoſt of 
God; ſometimes not ſecne ar firſt but afterwards, as 
in.the 2.of Xmgs.6. Chap: the Prophet Elſhasman at 
his Maifſters petition to God, had his cies opened, 
that he ſaw the mountraines coucred with hories 8: 
Chariets of fire, which were Angels ſent forthe Pro> 
phers, and Gods peoples defenſe, againſt the mighty 
hoſte ofthe 4ramiter; ſometimes, and moſt comon. 
ly nor ſeene atall to men, yer alwaies ina readines 
for Gods ſeruice;and his childrens preſeruation, as 
in the 18, of Mitt." 1 ſay vntoyou (fairh our Saviour 
Chriſt) that their Angels alwaies bebola the face of my 
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- Father which is in heaven. © © | 
As'it was with thoſe little ones Chriſt there ſpea- 
kethof,fo is it with all Gods children, God keeperh 
_ angels to waite vppon them, though wee haveno 
proofe for cuery one, one: yet haue wee for rhat 
which is as-good or better, They are all, alwaies in 
ſuch a readines, at Gods commandement formans 
good,that Dauidfaith in his 34 P/:They alwaies pitch 
round about tbem that feare the Lord to deliner them.and 
the holy ghoſt in the 1 .tothe Hebrues tcacherh,thar 
they are all miniſtring ſpirits, (ent ſorth tominiſter for 
their ſakes which ſhall be heives of ſaluation. 
Whea they are ſcene, they haue ſome ſhape gi- 
uen them for the time ; that they 'arenor ſeene, it is 
for that they are ſpirits,which are inuifible to men; 
ſeene to.men or ynſeene , God ſeeth them,and vieth 
them,and they are his mightic meanes to preſerue 
and to deſtroy: The bad Angels andall,God vieth ro 
puniſh ſinners,and for the tryall ſomerimes .of the 
"beſt men.,as of ob. el 
Beſides Angels miniſtring ſpirits, God hath the 
| heauenly bodies withthefr light, motion and iuflu- 
ence, which they haue-all of God to worke vnder, 
him,inthe world, as in his Prouidence hee hath ap- 
pointed. Moſes in the 1.of Geneſis, and David in the 
136 Flal,teach vs, that God. made the Sanne 10 rule 
the day, the moone and the flarres to gouerne the night. 
God himſelfinthe 38 of /#b teſtifieth ofa ſet courſe 
of the heauens , andof a pourefull rule of theirs 0- 
uer theearth; of the Pleiades and their lwegte in- 
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 flnence, the ſtarres(as learned and godly mentake - 
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. of the prouidence of God. .” 
It) which bring inthe ſpring time . Of Qrizy and = 
the looſing of his bands, aſtarre which bringethin 
winter, of Mazoroth and their times, the 12 fignes: 
of guiding Arurus andhis ſonnes, which are like- 
wiſc noted to ſignifie the north ſtarre, and thoſe 
theteabour. EP EN <> 

In the g. of 7b, wee reade 'of Gods counterman- 
ding thofe greatRulers of the world, the ſunne to 
riſe or not, andof God his cloſing vp the ſtarres as 
vnder a ſignet, | 
Beſides the heauens , God hath other his crea- 
tures too, as his effeCtuall meanes to the mainte- 
nance, gouernment and ordering of the whole.[n 
the 2, of Hoſea, God ſaith, 7 will heare the heauens, 
and they ſhall heare the earth, and the earth ſhall heare 
the corne, the wine and theoyle, and they ſhall heare 1ſ- OM 
rat, That is; God is the founcaine of all excellen» ; 
cie, of power and virtue;to the heauens: the hea: 
uens ſhed downe their influences fito the earch, - 
the earth giueth nouriſhment tothe corne,iuyce to: 
the wine, fatneſſcto the oyle, all theſe are to inable _ . 
and ſtirre vp man with gladneſle, 'and: cheerefule 
«+. neſle, to ſeruevnder God in his prouidence, as he 
hath appointed. © 
How men are this way , God his meanes may 
appeare by a viewe of mens ſtates in this land, 
publique and priuat, Thete gouernment and their 
maintenance. | 
In publique, the king in his kingdomes is imme» 
diately vnder God, ouer the Churcli and common 


wealth, he exerciſeth his ſoueraigne gouernment 
G2: affiſted 
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aſſfiſtedby his Council, Vaderthe King, ouer the 
Church;arethe Archbiſhops,and Biſhops, and the 
reſt ofhis Maieſties eccleſiaſticall gouernours. 

The Common: wealth is ro be'conſideredas_ it 
is in peace, or as it may have watres, In warresare 

' noble men eſpecially to be generals, menof worth 

 onlyto be captaines.commanders, and officers. In 
peace, Cities and great Townes are ordinarily go» 
vernedby their Maiors, Aldermen, and others of 

_the berter forre; Countries abroadeby the Peercs 
of the-Land, the Tudges ot the land, the Iuſtices, & 
inferjor officers vnder them. 

Priuat houſes, arecither for leamning,or forhouſ- 
keeping. In ſccieties of learned men, the heads and 
auncients, are to gouverne the yonger, In choſe that 
are for houſkeeping, and hoſpitalitie, are the huſ- 
band and the wife to rule their tamilie, children and 
ſeruants. In great mens houſes, chiefe officers in 
their places, areto command the reſt of the houſ- 
hold. i hus for government, - 

Now for maintenance; the King is to have it roy» 
ally of his ſubies, the Landlord rightfully of his 
reneats , the Churchmen liberally by the Church 

 livjngs, the Lawyers and Phifitions duely by their 
fonn:the Souldier is toliue on his pay,the Merchant 
by his rrafficke, the husbandman by his flocke and 
rillage, tne crafts man by his hands, the-ſervant by 
his wages, the.poore and impotent,by almes and be- 
nenolence, I cannot remember all, but you may ſee 
by theſe, how-God doth vie men, his meanes, for 
gonernment,and maintenance one of another, N 
NC 
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Thenext note is that God worketh immwtably: 
firſt God-is immutable himlſelte, the Holy ghoſt tea- 
cheth it vs. in the 1. of James, With God is no oari- 
ableneſſe nor (badow by turning. In his eſſence he 
is immutable, Malachi 3. 14m the Lord 1 change. not. 
In his Jecrees,the 19, of the Prouerbs, The Counſil of 
theLora (hal ſtand. ln the execution of his decrees Eſai 
I4. The Lord of boſts hath ſworne, ſaying, Surely like as 1 
kane purpoſed ſo ſhall it come to paſſe. That nothing 
ſhall preuenchim, or preuaile againſt him., the 27, 
of the ſamechav. The Lord of hoſts hath determined it, 
and who ſh1ll dif mall tt and his hands (tretched out and 
who ſhall rarne it away. Thatthis holds not in ſome 
places onely butinall , againe the ſame Prophet ar. 
the 26, verſe of the:ſame 14, chapter : This4s the 
coun(il that is conſulte{ upon the whole world, and this is 
the hand ſtretched out oner. all the nations. 

Now notwith{tanding. all this, that we ſee the 
Sunne doth riſe and, ſer, the Moone doth wax and 
wane, the ſca doth ebbe and flowe, the yeare hath 
winter and ſommer, that, weather proues faire and 
foule, gralle gieene and withered, flowers freſh and. 
fading, fruits ripe and rotten, that men in their 
minds, proucoffand on; in rheir bodies, ficke and 
healthie; in their (tates, rich and poorez in yeares, 
yong and old; All theſe changes, and all elſe, argue 

- not, that in God the creator there is: nutatio wolun- 
tatis, butthat God doth wwelle mutationemincreatura, . 
God wils the change.in the creature. The etfects 
may bediuerſe, yea cofitrarie though rhe cauſe be. 


one, The cauſcof all effects is God, in him there is 
ax 
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no mutabilitie, though multiplicitie ofpower, God 
determineth ſecond cauſes:: So that in reſpe& of 
God,there is no ca(ualtie of effe&s, though there be 
varictic, VWhatſoeuer God ordaineth in reſpe& of 
Godis neceflarily that, that it is; itcan benoother- 
wiſe, God worketh immurably in his prouidence. 
The laſt note touching the manner of Gods wor- 
king in his prouidence is, that he doth all things 
well, nothing ill. God commandethin 1.Cor. 14, 
| Thatin his houſe which is his Church, 4// things be 
done honeſtly and by order. As in the Church, fo will 
God hauc it in the comon wealth too,and as in p_ 
lique ſtates,cuen ſo in priuat houſes alſo. In the ſame 
| Chap. 33. ver. God is ſaid wot tobe the author of Con- 
' fuſion. Intheg.to theRom.there is a queſtion asked; 


whether therebe wnrighteonſnes withGod the anfiver * 


isin the ſame place;Godforbia.lt is true,tharis in the 
11, of Wiſdome , God hath ordered all things in mea- 
ſhure, number and weight. Anditis worthie to be no- 
ted which is inther. of Gen, and ſo often repea- 
red at the Creation. ThatGod /aw that it was good, 
and when man was made and all, that God ſaw all 
that he had made , and loe it was very good; as it was 
with his workes of Creation then, fois it,and ſo hath 
ic bene for his preferuing and 'gouerning of things 
ſince, & fo will it be for hisbringingthings to their 
ſet ends alwayes. When God lookes vpon all the 
workes of his prouidence, loe they are all good; 
howſoever by mans degenerating, there is malig- 
' nitic inthe world, yet Gods worke in all (as he hath 


a worke in all )be things neuer ſo many and mani» - 


fold, 
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| heede, wee be not fo weake,or ſo hardie,for ourliues 
D ; 


of the proniaence of God, I7 
fold, is good, | 
It there were defect, diſorder, deformitie, or ini- 
quitie in any of Gods workes, his words in the 104 
P/al.rouching this matter could not bee true, that 
The _ Mateſtie of G 9 D ſhali endure far ener, the 
Lord ſhall reioyce in his workes, © 
But ſomethings are fo ſmall and vile, that they 
ſeeme vaworthyGods greatnefſe and excellencie: 
"of vermiculspulices, culices, little wormes, , fleas and 
enats; ſome things ſeeme for no vie,no end,as ſnow, 
baile, and raine into the ſea; ſome things are ſo vn - 


- ſeaſonable andexceſſiue, that they rather doe hurt 


then good, as glutts of wette in ſeede time,or har- 


 neſt,and ſcorching heate, and dcyeth when grafle 


ſhould ſpring and grow. | | 

Some things areſo violent, and inordinat, that 
= ſeeme deadly miſchieuous,as firs ſword,famin, 
peſtilence, (hipwracks, inundations; ſome ſtrange, 
improbable, againſt all reaſon, prepoſterous,as wic- 
ked men to flouriſh, and in'olently to beare ſway, 
good men to go to wracke, and wrongfully to bee 
kept downe. 

Some ſo dolorous, fo beyond all mcaſure miſe- 
rable,that thouſands ſeeme to haue iuſt cauſe trowiſh 
the world rather had neuer beene, then one thing 
ſhould have befallen, thar ific had pleaſed GOD, 
might eaſily not haue bin;viz. 4dams fal. What good 
hath man what reioycing,what glory hath God by 
any of theſe, eſpecially the laſt? That God had his 


hand inall theſe wee cannot deny : but let vs take 


{o 
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{omuch as inathoughtto tax G OD in his proui- 

dence for doing any thing amiſſe in all the world. 
For their ſatisfation that are willing to learne,we 
will by Gods helpe giue anſweres to the goubrs be- 
forecaſt, and ſuch an{weres,as well taken, and well 
applyed, may giue reſolution to any doubt of this 
kinde that can bemoued. VWhere David beginnerh 
. his 148. P/al.with 0 praiſe the Lord of beauen,praiſe him 
7n the height. pray you note, that hee goes on,recko- 
ning vp not onely the-holieſt, the likelieſt , and the 
molt glorious creatures,in heauen andearth, but e- 
uen the verie ynlikelieſt that a man could imagine, 
the dragons that ſeeme and are miſchieuous; all 
depths,tor all that ſome of them ſeemeand areto vs 
bottomleſle;fire forall it is felt merciles; haile,ſnow 
and vapours,for all they ſeeme ſupzrfluous;winde 8 
ſtormes forall they are tumultuous; the very beaſts 


and cattle,for all they are vnreaſonable;the creeping 
worme, for all it (o contemprtible; theſe all fulfill 


his word, that is,doe thatin their kinde,which God 
by his ſecret operation inableth, and direQeth 

 themvnto: This, men ought to know and acknow. 
ledge, and not tobe ignorantlie,nor obſtinatliecon. 
rentious. 

How can theſethings praiſe the Lord? 2uumip- 
forum conſideratione yas Hu Dens,ipſa laudant Deum, 
When by mans due conſideration of theſe thinges, 
Godis praiſed, then do theſe things prai'e the Lord: 
Vos conſiderantes dracones,vihen you conſider the dra- 
g9s,take gvodnotice of him thar made the dragons, 
and when youdoe .wonder at the dragons,andat the 

| great, 
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greatnefle of God that maketh the dcagons, then 
_ the dragons out of your mouths, praiſe the - 

ord, | 

Luis diſpoſuit membra pulicis et culicis ? who hath 
diſpoſed i11 ordesthe partesor limmes of the flea 8 
gnar, ' they haue their proportion, they haue their 
life, their motion, they fly death,they loue life, they 
ſecke after that they delight in, they ſhunne & they 
auoyd, that which croubleth them, they haue ſenſe, 
they arequick and aCiue in a motion that is kinde 
vato them, 2is diſpeſuit i54,quis fecit ita? expaneſeis 
in minimis? lauda magnum. who hath made,who hath 
ordered theſezart thou at thy wits end conſidering 
theſe little creatures? O giue praiſe ro the almighty 
Creator. Luifecit Ancelumineelo fecit vermiculum 
in terra: heethat made the Angel in heauen, made 


. thelitcle worme on the earth: did he make the An- 


gels to creepe vpon the {lymie ground, or the worms 
to be glorious in the higheſt heauens?Diſtribuit /ear- 
bus habitatores, he hath rightly diſtribured to inhabi+ 
rants the'r dwellings,cternall habitations to immor- 
tal creatures, to corruptible creatures, corruptible 
places. Totum attende, totum lauda. Conſider all the 
order of Gods works, thou ſhalt ſee cauſe enough to 
praiſe God for all. All chis moſt excellently hath S. 
Augnſtine,vpon the 148, Plal, Againe the ſame god- 
lie and learned father, 2uare in mare pluit,why raines 
itinto the ſea? 2uaſt non ſivt Exc. as though there be 
not (faith he) Gods creatures fiſhes there which are 
refreſhed & cheriſhed with the raine water. 4? quare 
piſci pluit,et mihi nou pluit aliquando?why doth it raine 

I)2 to 
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to cheriſh the fiſh,when man lacks rayne ſometimes? 


wt coites chat thou maylt think,thou att in the world 
as in adeſert,ia a iourney, notathome; Vt amareſcat 


tibi hec vita, that this preſent life may grow diſtaſt- - 


full vato thee, that thou maiſt be deſirous of the life 
ro come; or elſe that thou becing a ſinner mayelt be 
for thine amendment well corrected. 

Bur why doe lightning and Thunder beate vpon 
the mountaines to no purpo'e, and not ſtrike downe 
the theefe that robbeth there?that were ſome juſtice; 
peraduenture God feeketh the conuerſion of that 
theefe . Even thou thylelfe ſomerimes( ſaith that 
- goodfather) when thou ſchooleſt rhy childe, doeſt 
beatc the ground to make himatraidezbut ſomtimes 
God ftrikes the true man and lets the theefe go; what 
then?vndecungque mors pio bona eſt, howſoeuer a good 
man cometh by his end,he dies wel. And thou know 
eſt if the wicked man repent not,he is reſerued for 6- 
ther manner of puniſhments in an other world,and 
thoulittle knoweſt the ſhame and torments which 
peraduenture hee thall abide before he goes out of 
this. 

Luicquid ergo accidit, whatſoeuer therfore happe. 
neth otherwiſe then we would haue it, know, thar it 
is not otherwiſe then God would haue it, It is accor- 
ding to his prouidence,his order;zand though we vn- 
derſtand not why things are made,why this or that 
3s thus, and thus done, or diſpoſed, let vs attribute 
chus much cothe prouidence of God, that it is not 
done without cauſe,nor without good cauſc;fo ſhall 
we not blaſpheme, | 


The 
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Theconcluſion is, 2uum ceperimus diſputare,when, . 
wee beginne to make diſpute about the workes of 
God, why this is, and why that,hee ſhould nor haue 
donethis, or that was ill done, vb# eſt laus dei, per- 
diſti Hillelaiah, where is thy praifing the Lord, - 
thou haſt loſt thy Halle/nrah, thy prailing the Lord, 
To this purpoie very diuinely,one of the moſt godly 


andlearned of all the fathers, 5. 4ugu/7mmevpon the 


148, Plalme. 
By this we may perceiue, that euen toe ſmalleſt 


creatures in their kind magnifie their Creator, that 
that which ſeemes to the ignorant and -inconſiderar 
needlefle and vnptoficable, is indeed neceſlarie and 
beneficiall. And beſides, that when God by any 
meanes taketh away our prouiſton heer, it is to 
weane vs hence, or to chaſtice vs with want, for a+. 
buſing plentie; with warre, for abuſing peace; with 
ſickneſle and weakneſle, for abuſing health and 
ſtrength; with falſe friends,for abuſing true friends; 
with vokindneſſe where weloue well, for our Ogre 
titude to him, that louerh vs better : withcroſhings 
in our buſineſle, forour negligence in his ſeruice: 
and yetany of theſe, or all theſeare butgentleand 
louing corre&ions to his children, for their amend- 
ment: butwith the graceleſſe and impenitent it is 
not ſo,let them ruffle it neuer ſo much for a while, 
bewatetheir end, plague vpon plagueremaines for 
them , which they ſhall not be able ro auoide; for 
God faileth not in his vncontrouleable prouidence, 


3 


to ſee them payd that they haue deſerued. 
NTE- = This 
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This perplexed Danidat the heart, as we may read 
in his 73. Pſalme, when he ſaith, My feete were almoſt 


gote, my treadings had well nighſlipt, and why? 1 was 


grieued at the wicked, do alſoſee the ungodly in ſuch 
proſperitie. and 1ſaid then haue | clenſed my heart in 
varne , and wa(hed my hands in innocence, all the day 
long haut 1beene puniſhed and chaftened enery morning. 
Yea 1 had almoſt (aid enen as they, then ſhould I haue con 
demned the generation of Gods chiliren : then thought 1 
townderſtand this but it was too hard for me, -ontill 1 
went into the ſantFuarie of God, there onderſtood 1 the 
end of theſe men ; namely how thou doeſt ſet themin ſlip- 


perie places, and caſteſt them downe, and deſtroyeſt them, 


O how ſuddenly do they conſume,periſh,e come to afear- 
full end? That which David learned in Gods ſanQuu- 
arie, thatheteachethvs'inrhis Pſalme. Ir is worth 
the remembriag, and applying by your (clues, 

We read in Geneſrs a notable worke of Gods pro- 
uidence, in Joſeph, how God brought him to great 
honor and conforted him on every fide, how God 


pronided him to provide for old xcob, and a!l his. 


The meanes vſed were {ome very 'meane, ſome 
very valikely, and ſome almoſt impoſſible, yet all in 
Gods orderdireQ, and by his power effetuall-VWVho 


wopld haue thought, that ofa boy keeping ſheepe - 


in Chanaan,one ſhould come to bethechieteſt man 
vnder the King in Acgypt? thatadreame or two (a 
thouſand toone but ſo many idle fanſies) ſhould im; 
port and preſage matter of ſuch weight, conſequence 
and ſtate ? that brethrens hatred ſhould be the way 


to brethrens loue ? that to be bought and ſolde as ' 


a 
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a bond{laue intoa ſtrange Country, to be caſt and 
kept in priſon as a malefaQor, ſhould be the way 
to liberrie, to more then libertie, toa place of high- 
eſt honour in the Court, in all the Kingdome? So 
God wrought it and ordered it tor leſeph. 

And touching Adars fall , and ſo touching any 
actual ſinne; there is Ado, and there is Pravitas a- 
Fionis, the ation it ſelfe is notſinne, God is the au- 
thor of the action, thedeſormitie or iniquiticof the 
aQtion,that's ſfinne,and that God is no author of. 

The godly learned illuſtrate tis familiarly thus, 
The rider cauleth the horſe togo, the horie goeth 
lame; thathe goeth, the rideris the cauſe, that he 
goeth deformedly lame, that's of the horſe and nor 
ofthe rider . The foule ofa man is it that cauſeth 
the body to moue; The body hath recetued fome 
wound, or feſters with ſome old ſorc, it moues, it 
moues- deformedly , lamely , the motion 1s of the 
quickning ſoule, rhe lamenefle is ofthe woundedor 
corrupt body, - | 

But touching the ſinne,is God no way the author 
ofit? No way in the world, as itis finne- For firſt to 
be able to finneargues impotency, which cannot be 
found in omnipotencie, and to cauſe tofinne is to 
bring forth more properly a defeR, then an effec, 
But God hardened Pharaohs heart : not by making. 
it hard'that wasnot, but by denying him grace to 
mollifie hjs heart, which God is not boundto giue 
him, nor any man; But anſwer the Prophets words 
inthe 3.of As, Shall there be euill ina citie, and the 


Lord bath not done it, anſwer, thatthis is meant of 
| Malum : 


made, 
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Malum pene , not calpe, of puniſhments which are 


iuſt, and which God iuſtly infliteth vpon ſinners to 
their ſmart and griefe, not of ay euill,that is, of any 
offcnle or fault that God commits or cauſes any to 
- commit, Whatwas A4bſoloms inceſt ? It was both a 
ſinnc and a'puniſhmeat, a finne in Abſolom, a pu- 
niſhmentro Dawid: the puniſhment was-iuſt and of 
God, the inceſt finfull, ſhamefull, that was 4bs 
 foloms. 

Take with you this.rule in our learning, in'diut- 
nitie, whichis a ſound rule in this caſe. Cum einſdem 
effectns plures ſunt cauſe , aliz bone, ali male, effetius 
tle reſpettu-benarue cauſarum, bonus eſt, reſpettu wui- 
tioſarum malus, Admit there ccncarre diuerſe cauſes 
to one effe, that effe& in reſpe& of good caules 
ſhall bea goodeffe@ , in reſpe& of vitious cauſes e- 
vill, But Godar leaſt permitteth ſinneas it is ſinne, 
orhe doth not permit itz It hepermit it not, how 
can it be? If he permit it, either he doth it with, or 
againſt his will: If againſt his will, how then is 
God omnipotent, that he cannot ſtop it ? It with 
his will, how then is God all goodnefle, that he 
will not ſtopit? If irbeneither with nor againſt his 
will, but thathe lets things go,neuecr heeding them 
off or on , where is his prouidence that wotkes ſo 
carcfully, and fo effeCtually in all? | 

I anfwer. Firſt, that Gods will is confidered as 
it is ſometimes occultaſecret, ſometimes as it is wa- 
nifeſ/a reueiled, alwayes as it is is/ta, iuſt. 

Secondly, that finnes are not meaſured by the ſe- 
cret-will of God at all, but by his reyeiled will, 
ROY | which 
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|. which is his lawe; andtherfore thoughwe graunt a . 
permiſſion in Gods ſecret wil,of that which is ſinne, 
yet God in that, willes nothing as finne, for as no- 
thing can bedone againſt hisfecret will, ſono ſinne 
is meaſured by it, and therefore nothing isto be cal- 
led finne with reſpe& vnto it. This beeing certaine, 
then ſtill I ſay, that ſinneas it is ſinne, isnotof God.. 
But how can any thing be againſt Gods reucaled 
will, and not bee againſt his ſecret will, they beeing 
one? as they are diuerſly confidered;to be ſecret and 
tobea reucaled are diverſe confiderations;in one & 
theſclie ſame reſpeR, nothing can bee againſt the 
one, and not againſt the other; but in diverſe re- 
ſpeRs it may be, one thing may be Contra voluntate 
revelatam, againſt Gods revealed will;his law.,it bee- 
ing the rule of right and wrong,to the creature , the- 
meaſure of finne:and yet not preter voluntatem occul- 
tam not beſides Gods ſecret will, it beeing not tothe 
creature any rule of right or wrong, but itreſpe&eth 
euery thing whatſocuer, ſ#b ratione boyz, as it is good, 
| - asitisa meanto Gods glorie, and ſo reduc7ine, what- 
ſocuer irbe,it is good. 
And further we are toknow 8& acknowledge that 
to permit that which is vnexcuſably finne in-man, is 
- not ſinnein God, for we haue an other infallible rule 
in diuinitic, 24m is qui permittit, inhibendipoteflatem 
habet abſque la obligatione , ot &15 ui permittitur 
agendi abſq; vila coattone, Aitns vtrobiqueeſt volunta- 
rius, in priore abſque culpa, in poſteriore abſque excuſa- 
tiene, when he that permits hath power to torbid, 8 
is free {rom any. tie to pgrmit 3 not to permit,to _ 
| 1 
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bid ornot to forbid, and that he which 1s permitted 
bath power todoe without conſtraint, the action in 
both is voluntary, inthe former thatis in G O Dthe 
creator,withoue ſinne, inthe later the creature man 
or Angel without excuſe,But how can GOD any 
way permitſinne, and yet bee no way the author of 
finne? firſt ſave approbatione without approuing it,2. 


. denegatione gratie, by denying the partie grace, and' 


leauing him to himſelie, as God may doe it he will, 
& it is therfore iuſtly done becauſe he doth it, 3. pec- 
catum determinando ne latins ſerpat, by limiting ir,thar 
it ſhallnot go ſofarre as the rempter,or the ſinner 
would. Laſtly ordinawdo, as in Adams tall, the Dinel 


_ 


wrought molt ſubrilly ten/44o, man wrought aQtual- - 


ly peccando, God wrought prouidemtly derigendo; Sa- 
than in malice tempted man to ſinneto defpi 


God, maninfolly finneth to pleaſe himſtlfe, God in - 


his prouidence directerh al,torhe ſhewing of mercie 


by ſending his ſonne to redeeme ſome, and to the 


ſhewingof his Iuſtice in bringing contuſion on them 
that dye withoutredemption. Gods mercie and his 
iuſtice,tend and ;vorke both to Gods everlaſting glo- 
ry, which is the maine and moſt blefledend' of all. 
Yet had it not beene better that 44a hadbeene 
cteared berter, that as he was created bones good, fo 
he had beene created immutabiliter bonus, immutably 
good > I anſwer no, forfirſt looke how God created 


him, that was beſt,& therefore beft, becauſe he cre- 
ated him'ſo :thento be immutabiliter bonus, immuta- 


bly good isan eſſential propertie of God. lr were ve- 
ry\\mple,forany manto imagine that the creature 


man 
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man, or Angel,ſhould be made the creator, God, 
To conclude this point, our God with whom we 


hauetodoe,is ths Lord,cominus primus, ſupremus,zu- 


Toe: G-,liberrimus, The firſt, the higheſt, fole Lord 
of himſelfe,and moſt abſolutely free; the firſt before 
all in eternicie : the higheſt aboue all in infinite Ma- 
teſtic; ſole of himſelfe, he depends on none, bur all 
of him; he is ab(olutear his owne libertie,his will a- 
lone is an abſolute warrant for him todoe withall vn» 
der him whatloeuer he will, to make or to deſtroy, to 
make poore or rich, to exalt high,or bring lowe, to 
reied orfaue;at his free pleaſure,heis ſubie& to no 
controwle or check,fay he,do he,decrec he, execute 
be, what hee will, where, when, and on whomfoe- 
uer, | 
And ifany man will, let him with anything a 
good minde looke into any the workes of God, any 
one,the vnlikelicſt ro mans reafon,yert ſhall he finde 
it without defe&t,deformity, ditorder, or any iniqui- 
tie, it he conſider it wholie and intirely togerher;c0- 
parethe beginning with the end,confider the means 
detcriniaatly working, from the beginning to the 
end, youſhall finde that he hath done, and doth all 
things well. As in the working of 4rr45, tapiſtry or 
the like, in a loome or frame, youſhall lee heeraleg 
and there an arme, and yonder a head.,a very imper- 
fe peece of worke,ifthere wereall: but when itis 
finiſhed, eyery part brought in,as itis at laſt in due 
proportion, then behold the cunning head andhand 
haue brought it to an excellent worke: So confider 
Gods workes,not pigcemeale,but wholly.& entirely 
E 2 part 
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parrnot the beginning from the end, gor theſe from 
che meanes where God vfeth any. 

Conſider Danids adulrcerie and murther, Peters de- 
nialls and cutſing, but withall che harty repentance 
of them both, Conſider faire Abſolons death,bur with 
all his treaſon; Sampſons cies cruelly .pulled out by 
the Philiſtines, bur withall his blind luſt to lewd Da-+ 
lilth, Conſider the little children torne in pieces by 
beares, but witliall their mocking of Gods Prophet. 


Conſider Adams fall, but withall Chriſt promi'ed, 


Conſider Chriſts ignominious death;bur withall his 
glorious reſurrection. Take one- thing with another 
in all Gods workes , I ſay to any man as Auguſtine 
faith, attende totum, lauda totum, conſider the whole, 
& it will well appeare, that Godis tobe praiſed,that 
_ hath done and doth his parte, in every parte a- 
right, 


Elipbazin the 5. of lobdiſcourſeth the whole chaps - 


ter through ofthis argument,of gods working-in his 


prouidenceeſpecially vpon man,the laſt ofhis words 


are, loe thus have we inquired of it and jo 1tis. heare this, 
and know it , for thy ſeife; we haue enquired as hee did 
at God,ſo it isas from God youhaue heard,you have 
heard itall, leteuery man know it for himſelte , that 
is, let euery man make a good vſe of that, which tou- 
ching this great matter he hath heard, for he is now 
vnexculably it he know itnot. 

Firſt therfore you muſt accornptthis doctrine true, 
neceſlary,profitableandeucry way a good dodtrine. 
Being true as it is infallibly true,thennot to belieue 
1t, is Erroneons;to argue againſt ir,is impious,to de- 


light 
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light.in diſcourſe abour it, without any careor pur- 
poſe,to ſettle poſitively in ir,is vanitie prophane cu- 
rioſirie, the way to blaſphemous 4thei/me. 

Irbeing alfo a neceſlarie doctrine,then to be care. 
lefle whether euerone heare of it or noe, ler God 
in his workes do,or in his word ſpeake what he will, 
not.to accomprtit concernes aman,bur let the world 
goe which way it will, neuer to trouble ones head 
about ſuch matrers, this is dull ſtup1ditie,neere to a 
dead ſearing of the conſciencezneere to a reprobare 
ſenſe. Ir is ſo profitablea gottrine, that well learned 
and well vſed, it informes a.mans vnderſtanding 
with the knowledge of God and himſelfe; ic con- 
formes the w ill co religious reſolutions, it reformes 
rhe courſes of a mantife, to chriftian obedience, ic 
armes a diſtreſſed and an iniured man with patience, 
it humbles a man full of proſperitie,that he burſtnoc 
with pride; it tempers a man giuen to. his laſciuious 
and luxurious appetite that hee ſhall. abſtaine: ic 
cooles, nay itquenches a mans fierieand luddey.fu- 
rie, that he ſhall dono miſchiefe: it pacifieth:ones , 
deepe conceiued diſpleaſure, and otherwiſe impla- 
cable offenſe taken, that a man neither workes nor 
meditatesreuenge; ir makes men makea conſcience 
oftheir doings, for their gaine , fortheir delight, for 
their preferment, for any way hautng their will, 
their purpoſe, It makes men. remember whence 
they came, conlider where they are, what they doe, 
and whither they ſhall ; it keepes men the more in- 


.nocent that they doe no harme; It makes men the 


more waric that they take no harme; it teacherh 
Fg | E 3 men. 
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-men howto liue well, and how to die well, which is 
next to etetnall felicitie, live he-poore or richin 


high orloweſtate, die hein his flouriſhing or decre» 


pit age , of what diſeaſe, by whatmeanes, at home 
or abroad, at ſea or land, when , where, and how- 
ſocuer. WE we: 

A dodtrine fo true, ſo neceſlarie, fo profitable, 
muſt needs be good; VVhy then'ſhould any miſlike 
ir?2n0 manliuingcan difproue the truth of it, nora: 
uoide cheneceſlitic of it, nor do well without the be» 
nefit of it; yet ſomelike itnor, orifchey likeir, they 
like ir fn part not wholly. | 

| Some likenor to be alwayes within the view of 
Gods providence, to be in lgeye-light, in his aws 
full preſence ſtill: ſome like Gods providence tobe 
maintained by it, but not ro'bee gouernedby:. ir. 
Some will nor ſay but they like himſelfe, bur they 
arenot contented wirh theſe and theſe his meanes, 
they will try their owne deuiſes , though indirectly 
ro mend their meanes, Somelike proſperity mar- 
uelouſly well, but they-are made for no croſſings. 
Somelike their beginning and their courſe hitherto, 
vp anddown,one time with another, butthey would 
heare ſome of no end, ſome of no ſuddenend, and 
ſome ofnolingring death . Some profeſiCthey are 
pleaſed with Gods gouernment, bur v'ould none of 
the kings ſupremacie. Some like not the Iudges of 
the land, nor the lawes of the land, nor the execu- 
tion of iuſtice, alls roo ſhatpe, too ſeuere, Some 
beare the King his civill government very gently, 
but cannot away with his ecclefiaſtical go om 
| ome 
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Some millike one thing and fome another, ſome 
would haue this alteration in the ſtate, and ſome 
that; but. he ſinnes. damnably in abuſing the do 
arine of Gods prouidence,that wholly or in part 
approues not that, which God hath ſo well eſtabli- 
ſhed for good: that belecues nor, that eſteemes nor, 
that receives notthe doctrine of Gods bleſſed pro- 
uidence, that ſubmits nothis Iudgment,his aftions, 
himſelfs vnto it, to be redified by it,as euery way 


A ſecond general vſe is to keep Gods order in 
preferring one thing before another, and in ioyn- 
ing ſome things with orher. Men ought therefore 
to preferre God befoxe meanes, heauen before 
earth,the ule before Me body,reaſon before affec- 
tion, publique matters beforc private, religion be» 
fore policte, Gedsgloriebefore mans. Men ought 
not prepoſterouſlicto inuert Gods order;nor in any 
wiſg to putthoſe things aſunder, which God hath 
appointed to go together; as faith and workes, be+ 
nefit of lawes and obediencetolawes, a good ma- 
giſtrate and a good man, deſert and rewarde,mercy 
and truth, righteouſneſſe and peace, knowledge 
and conſcience, thrittand a true ballance, delight 
and cemperance, aduerlitie and patience, wrong 
raking and charicable forgiuing, honour and hu- 
milicte, wealth andbeneficence:benefites recciued, 
and thankfulnefle, any charge in the Church or 
common wealth,in publiqne or private, and faith- 
fulneſle;good preparation in time, and an happie 


endat laſt, 
= A 


22 - A Sermon | 

A third general vſeis, to account this doGrine 
nor a matter of ſpeculation, but of practiſe , the 
more we know to do the better, the more we learne 
of Gods prouidence ouer vs, the more prouidently 
to live all ourdayes vnder him; which is, he careyng 


for vs, he prouiding for vs, our caſting all our care 


on him, inall our prouidence, our depending vpon 
him. To caſt all our care therefore on him, is to 
care as he commandsandnot otherwiſe, to care for 
thathe allowesand for nothing elle, tocarethat we 
vie good meanes well and not amiſle,and tocare for 
ſucceſles fo, as that we lcaue them wholy to God. 
This is rightly to caſtal our care on him,and this 1s 
to be rightly prouident, . 2 

To which there are required three things, memoria 
preteritorum, cognitio preſentium, precognitio futurs- 
rum. remembrance of things paſt , knowledge of 
things preſent, and foreknowledge ot things to 
come, Theſe things ſeeme hard, (as to ſome any 
good things will) eſpecially the laſt 3 now every 
man would be accounteda man of iudgement,then 
I hope he remembers things paſt, compares them 
with things preſent ,; and obſerues correſpon - 
dencies, and differences, lie cannot then bur fore- 
ſeemanyconſequences. Like cauſes are \ike to bring 
forth like effes. He that forgets all paſt, negleRs 
all preſent . forelees, forecaſts, preuents , prouides, 
norhingtocome, may wanton ita while, but ſball 
want atlalt; may ſtate it awhile, butmuſt ſtoope at 
laſt: may hauchis fulldefirea while, but ſhall have 
his due deſerts atlaſt, For laſciuious prodigalitie 


to 
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to bring penurie, aſpiring pride, to haue a fall, fin- 
full beginnings and lewd courles, to haue forowfull 
and ſhametull ends,ic hath bene\ſo it is,8& will be, It 
isablinde wretchedand an vnpardonable folly, for 
any man to be partiall in his owne particular, ro 
looke carefully neither backe, nor torth, to be only 


for thepreſent, and bur inconſiderat in that too, As 


God will haue a man to be,not careleſle, {o doth 
henotallow all caring : They in the 4; ot the Prou, 
that carnet ſleeps except they haue done enill, are like 
inough to be tull ofcare. 444b-in the 2 r:'of the firſt 
booke of Kings taking his bed, & leauing his mear, 

either of anger, or griete, or greedines (a deuouring 

ſickneſſe of theſe dayes too ) & all for Naboths vine- 
yard, had his head, and hart no doubt full of per. 
plexing cares; and Je/abell his wite thatcheered him 

vpand compaſt the matter with forgerie and bloud, 
ſhe had care inough, but ſuch caring God likes nor. 

The dogs lickte vp the bloud of 4habatlaſt, and of 
leſabell roo; they gnawed her bones, there could 
nothing ofherbe found, when they came thinking 
toburie her, but her skull, her feere,and rhe palmes 
of her hands,Neither al their care,nor al their preat- | 
nefle conld keepe thEfrom the curſe of God broughe 
ypon their heads, for their bloudy purchaſe, No 
tyrannous oppreſlors beating their braines ,/ how 

they may draw, ingroſle, incloſeall to themſelnes; 

no ſhifting companions that liue by their graceleſle 
wits, muſt rhinke that God takes charge of their 
cares, to blefle them with (ucceſle to their deſires. 


Our prouidentman is an honeſt man, that covers 
F not 
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not anoth er mans, that cares and prouides'to: haue 
for himſel fe and nis, bur without wronging of any. 
Belecuing and righteous Abraham inthe 22. of 
Geneſis,when- i/ack prt out a word to him as they 
were going together, Behold my father, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the Lambe? Abraham being reſolued 
whatfocuer became of himſelfe, or his ſonne , that 
Gods commaundement muſt be obeyed, his promi- 
ſes would be performed, andnot being able to reach 
by any tcafonrto the poſlibilitie and ſecrecie of Gods 
worke in this, he anſwers, My ſonne ,God.will prouide, 
as if he had (aid, we muſt depend vpon Gods proui- 
dence, that muſtſatisfic thee and me, God knowerh 
what he hath to-do, he ſeeth what we do, God will 


prouide forvs, doing that which he commaunds. 
Let vs go on-our way, and caltall ourcareon him, . 


forhe careth tor vs. 'So let. any good man. reſolue, 
that what God commands muſt be done; 'a man ſo 
reſoluing alwayes, heiſcesno other bur ir will go 
hard with him ſometimes; Bur ler God haue his ſa- 
crifice in thine heart, reſolue aboue all things in the 
world-fos hisfernice, and God will prouide for thee, 
borh 49 be able to-{erue-him,, 'and to. prouide for 
thee and thine in his meaſure; in better ſort it 
may be forthe particular, then thou canſt nowe 
thinke, - 

A'man may care to haue about him, to leauc be- 
hind him, this is prouidence; 'but he muſt hauea 
care that his gathering be without doing wrong 
by violence or fraude, this is obedience; both 
muſt goe together where men caſt alltheir care 
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on God, and looke that. God ſhall 'care for 
But men ſhall be rempted ro the contrarie/ Tn 
the 4. of Matthew, and in the 4.ot Luke, the Diuell 
is fayd to tempt our Sauiour Chriſt-himſelfe ha- 
uing him at an aduantage( as he thought): in this 
world, in humanenature,and atatime( after fortie 
dayes faſting) hungrie, ſubie& vnro Gods proui- 
dence, he thought to make him ſinne againſt it, as 


either totruſt wholly.co meanes and thoſe indirecdt- 
(make bread of ſtones ) orto truſt wholly 'vpon 'Gods' 
prouidence without. meanes (Caft thy ſelfe downe- 


hence from this pinnacle) or the endof all Gods 


glorie to ſet itatnought; ſhewing himall the king>* 


domes of the world ( if it were but in aviſion that's 
all one) He ſhewed them bins, in the twintkling of aneye, 
and ſayd unto him, all this power will I giue thee , antl 
the glorie of theſe kingdomes , for that is deliuered nts 
me. and to whomſoeucr 1 will ;t giueit. If therefore 3 hou 
wi!t.porſhip me,they (pall be all thine, Our Sauiour: 


ſhakt him off at laſt , and it was time, Hence from me 


Satan; If our Sauiour Chriſt had not beene enen 
providence it felfe , he had hardly prevented Sa« 


cans ,molt miſchjeyous -ſubtiltie. ' Heere was 


euery way layde for him; Had hce 'beene':coue.” 
tous, heere was a world : had. hee beene' ambi-" 
tious , here were all the Kingdomes of thei world: 


| had hee beene. tyrannous, heere was ' all. the: 
power of thoſe kingdomes ;had he beene popularly. 


vaine-glorious, here was the glory of all thepower 
ofthe kingdomesof the world,nor ſhewed himonly 
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but offered him; not driuing him out with lingring 
expeRation , all is offered him at once-nor at any 
hard rate, bur of free gift: and leſt there ſhould be 
doubts made,rhat Satans offer was greater then he 
was able to performe, heſaith it is all:tis owne, dels 
vered him, andleaſtit ſhould be obieQed, it was de- 
livered him to keepe and not todo/away, he ſaith it 
is his to gjwe,, ifhewill: and leaſt itſhould ſeeme re- 
ſtrained ro ſomeone, he addeth,7o whomſoener 1 will, 
T give it. Leaſt itſhouldbe I were t00 
many,that would looke foriryhe ſaith,They (ball be all - 
thine: and leaſt this ſhould: be condemned torpro- 
digall follie, there is a foueraignrie reſerued, If thou 
therefore wilt worſbig me: who would ſtand for lo ſmal 
a matter, when his gaines-& aduancement ſholdbe 
_ {o. infinit? the wholeworld could affoord no more; 
and who-wauld wiſh to haveit all forleſſe? All this, 
nay halfethis,toa mannor very prouident.had been 
inoughto hauc made him. forger- all[matter arid ce- 
remony. of Gods glorie, Butby: chat we baue heere 
learned; we find inthe offer to beno good intended, 
the condition impoſſible ſo much as with ſafetie,the 
title Satan pretended to haue, was falſe; the delivery 
neuer made to him, the gift was by noright in him, 
the ſhew of all was bvta ſnaring deuiſe, the offer of 
earthly kingdomes, to make him looſe his heavenly 
kingdome, the offer ofpower on earth, bur to ſur- 
priſe him with the power of hell, the offer of ſo great 
glorie,but to bring ypon him the ſhore ſhametull 
confuſion. That labour of Sathans was loſt, he pre- 
uailed notggainſt our Sauiour, 
_ | | But 
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| _ »/Bur doth he now ceaſe? is henot as ſubtile,as ſtrag, 4 
as ſtitring,as tyrannous as euer he was? is it nothi, 
folliciting ſtill ro haue men miſtruſt Gods proui- 
dence, and build onely ypon means, be they neuer 
 ſoindireA? or preſume vpon Gods prouidence, & ſo 
tempr God,contemning his meanes? or to forget gi- 
uing God his glorie, and thcrein to giue Sathan a 
worſhip? and thereby men ro looſe their part in 
Chriſt Ieſu? know we not that he iscalled inthe 2.to- 
the Corinth.4q. the God of this world? in the 12.0f John 
*yhe prince of thitworid? in the 2. Chapter of the Epis 
| ſtletothe Fphe. the prince that ruleth in the aire,the ſpi- 
rit that worketh in the chilaren of diſs bedience? inthe 12 
of che Reuelarion, thoreadaragon? in the 3, of Gene- . 
fis, theſerpentd in the 13. of Marth, the evemy?in the 
8, of lohn, the father of lies &* a murtherer? in thenexr. 
yerſeaftermy* ext, ar0aring lyon ſeeking whonr he may 
denonre? doe weenorlearne by all thete ſcriprures 
thart'he'is- ſer to deſtroy'man, bodie and foule? It 1s 
ke that: cauiſeth-ſehilme, hereſie, and ypocriſie,in 
the Church; diſorders, td rebellions in Common 
wealthsz ambition in Princes Courts; corruption in _ 
Magiſtrates, refra&aric difobedicnce'in ſtbiects; | 
loatenesin youth, pecuiſh morofttic in old agezgre* 
dineſſe and oppreſſion in the rich, vnthanktulneſle, 
impxience and ſhifting in the poore 8&needie ſus - 
perſtition in the ſimple, prophaneneſle in the witty; 
diſcord in families, falſhood in truſt and friendſhip, 
abuſe of meates and drinkes, pridc in aparell, excelle 
of caſe and ſportings, impediments towell doing itt« 
citements toill; and he taketh his aduanrage, by fit- » 
| F 3 ting 
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riag,cempting ſuggeſtions inwardlie, to every hu- 
mor, and -by preſenting pleaſing gbie&s outwardly 
| toſeruecuery mans appetite. KO- 
Sarhan is he whome Salomon ſpeakes eſpecially of 
inthe beginning of tne 23, of Proverbs, When thow 
ſitteſt to eate witha Ruler, conſider diligently' what: is ſet 
before thee, and put the knife to thy threate,if thou bee 4 
an ginen to thine appetite: be not deſirous of his dainty 
meates.for it is a decereable meate. 6. 
Let Sathan makeneuer fo faire ſhewes, his end is 
. Ginne and deſtruction; any thing a ptouident man. 
will ſtrive hard with himfclte rather then come to 
that, One would thinke ic impoſſible , that any, 
whome Sathan cntertaines with his ſweeteſt, with 
his moſt delicious finnes,if the partie knew he would 
bringhim'to vncureable wounds, knowneto come 
of na honeſt cauſe, that he would bring ſtinking rot- 
. tengefſe ypon his filchy hairy,orfilchier vahairy icalp 
| he wavldneuer haue the hearr, (one wauld thinke) 
'to goe on ſtill in his wickedneſle, Iris withall the 
diuels allurements, though he would not be miſtru- 
ſted, as with that wine Salomon ſpeakes of in the 23. - 
of his Prouerbs, 1t goeth downe gleaſantly,but in the end , 
thereof it will. bite like a ſerpent ,and burt hike 4 cocatriee.. 
And as with the bread of deceipt,in the 20 of the Pro» 
verbs, it is at firſt ſweete to a man, but afterward his 
mouth ſhall bee filled with grauell, And as it is with the 
ſlourhtull in the ſame Chapter, 7he ſlouthfull will not 
plow becauſe sf winter gherfore ſhall he beg in ſanmer, © 
haue nothing: SO it is with any iniquitie, Satan drawes. © 
menunto, fe will make them belieue,they ſhall ne- 
| ; uer 
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'tierbeſpyed; but the truth is, that the waies ofman; 
are before the ties of the Lord,and hee-pondercth all bis 
pathes.His owne intquities ſhall take the wicked himſelfe, 
and he ſhail be holden with the coards of his owne ſinne. 
Pro. 5. lJoabin the 2. of Sam. 3. came to Abxer, hee . 
tooke him aſtae,in the gate to ſpeake with him peaceably, "9 
ſmote him wonder the fift ribbe, that he died. The ſame 
Toab,in the 20.of the ſame hooke,came to Amaſa,tay- 
ing art thou in health my brother ;, and tooke him by the 
beard as though he would haut kiſſed him,but Amaſa tooke 
710 heede to the ſword in loabs other hand, for therewith 
he ſmate himin the fift ribbe too, and (hed out his bowels 
tothe ground, 

Hetharknew 7oab had ſerued twoe fo before,wold _ 
not truſt hit{ forall his complementing) to make 
thethird, if he were any thing a prouident man. VVe 
know: the Diuell doth, thus (till, what improuidene 
men then arethey, that will truſt himatall, that can 
thinke the 12ivell meanes any man any good? 

You lobke not I hope,for one to come from the 
dead, to tel! you what torments,thoſe deſperat wret- 
ches ſuffer in hell, which knowing in theirlife time,, 

- the Diuell would mi!chiefe rhem, would yet needes 
follow him, Neither would any man here, willingly 
(Ithinke) ſee a hand writing before him, thow art, + 

* mweighedin the ballance, and art found too light, David 
himſeffe peraduenture,burt that he came to him with 
a parable, wouldnothaue heard ſo,patiently as hee 
id, Nathan the 'Prophet ſaying vnto him, Tho# art 
The man. It may be ſome care neither for G'O-D nor 
Diuell, if they will heare neither the Law #or the _ 0+ 
| | phets 
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. phets, neither Chriſt, his Euangeliſts, nor Apoftles, 
neither will they hearc,to any purpoſeany other. It 
may be ſome, it they had any feare ſtricken into the, 
would thinke more awfully of God, and bis | wage 
dencethen euer they did. The almightie may fhoote 
an arrowe oi his hor peſtilence, at the heart of that 
man, ifthe ſtriking of others will not ſerue,that may. 
Ic maybe ſome man(andhee's not the worſt) feeles 
his conſcience ſo griping him , for forgetfulneſle of 
his ducic to God,this way many times, that he ſaies 
betweene God and himſelfe; I am the man, I am the 
man that haue ſinned, and by Gods grace doe veri- 
ly purpoſe amendment. The beſt of vs can be no bet- 
ter minded. Then men and brethren what (ball wee 
doe? What cuer we haue done, let ys hereafter, net- 
ther preſume vþon gods prouidence, for our defenſe, 
preſeruation, and maintenance, but vie meanes in 
_ tume; no valawfull meanes atalh, nor lawtull means 
vnlawfullic,wee mult vſe them as Gods meanes, ac- 
compting them of no power without him. Except the 
Lord build the houſe, their labour is but loſt that build it , 
Except the Lord keepe the Citie , the watchman waketh - | 

but invam.Nocletvs putour truſt in means,as lame 

Aſa did to phyſitians, whereby he was noted both to 
diſtruſt and to diſpleaſe God, Let no man truſt in his » 

riches, He that truſteth in his riches ſhall fall. Prou, 11. 
Lernomantruſt co his owne wiſedome, Truſt in the . | 
Lord withall thine heart , leane nit to thine owne wiſc- 
dome in all thy waies acknowledge him,and he ſhall diretF 
thee in all thy waies, Pro,z. Andletvs bemorethank- 
tull vato Gad and man, forthe happineſle we haue, 
| | | and 
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and haue had, eſpecially by the goſpel! ſo long, fo 


 fincerely, fo freely preached, ſo toveraigaly eſtabli- 


ſhed,cuen excluſive, all other religions kepr out.No 
nation inthe world, before Chriſt: time, nor fince, 
till this latterage(wee in this land)euer had the like; 
nor atthis time is there vnder heauen, the like olori- 
ous chriſtian monarchicall ſtatez whichis abſolutely 
Yar 3h O praiſe the Lord of heauen, praiſe him un the 
_— | | 
Ang whereas,we haue obtained fo greatquietnes, .. 
and ſo many worthy things haue beene and Ire done 
vato this nation, through the prouidence of GO D, 
raiſing vp mightie meanes therro,we are toacknow- 
ledge it, vnder God; wholie andin all places, with 
all chankes, to haue come, from the ſacred,noble, & 
blefled gouernment of this Church and common- 


wealth. Othat our religious thankfulneſle and en- 


deauors,had beene or were now anſiwerable to Gods 
incomparable goodnes, the aboundance and excel- 
lencic of his meancs amongſt vs . And weemuſlt be 
more peaceable too, if weekeepe Gods order, then 
wee haue been manie of vs. As much aslyeth in vs, 
weerult haue peace withall men,we mult ſeeke ir, 
wee wuſt enſue it. Bleed peacemakers, for they. 
{ball be called the children of God. our blefled Sauiours 
owne words inthe 5.0t Matth.owely by pride doth man 
wake contention, but with the well admiſed is wiſedome. 
Pcou. 1 34 what wiledome ? the wiſedome that isfrom a- 
boue which is firſt puregben peaceable, gentle,caſte to be 
intreated full of mercie and good fruits, without indging, 


without. hypectifie, Jamts.3. But men muſt do as Gods 
$4, "0 ſpiri 
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#7 irit guides them; triethe ſpirit whether itbee of - 
| God,r itbe,there isvnitie- in ir;there is peace with 
ir, and there is a bond vpon that peace, that it bedt!- 
lie kept; eſpecially the publique peace, And for pri- - 
uate wrongs done, wee muſt nor bee ſo reuengefull 
as commonly we are,ftriking and ſtabbing. We muſt 
acknowledge Gods hand inthe greateſt initriesthar 
ar: done vs,and for our goodif we hauegrace,as Das 
aid inthe 16, of the 2. booke of Sov, beeing curlt 8 
rayled onto his face,heaccomptedthat God hada 
troake init, hereuenged itnot, and' when an other 
would haue done it for him, he would not fuffer it. 
when wrongs are offered vs, wee may ſecke redreſfe 
by Jawfull meanes,reuenge bynone, © ' /+ x” 
| Menspointing the fie}d, vpontheir-priuat quar- 
rels, is not iuſtifiable before God, a chriſtian man 
can hauenoſufficienc warrant for it, it is barbarous, 
Thou art diſgraced; it way be thou haft' deſerued] 
it, the-what wrong haſtchou?'or thou haſt not de.. 
ferned it, thers place for parience, for charities bur 
thats baſe: but thats not ſo,let King Salemer(that was 
thy better I am ſure) teach the . Jt is a mans honor to 
ceaſe from ſtrife, Pro.20, andit ts a mans plorie to paſſe 
by av offenſe. Prou, 19.and he that is (lowe to anger is bet- 
ter then the miehtie man, and he that can rule his owne 
minde. is better then he that winneth a Citie.Prou.t6, It 
is indecedea ſinfull cempring of GOD) that men' 
without cauſe doe aduenturetheir liues, it ArgUES A; 
man diſſolutely reſolute,there's the faireſt of 11. 
But God hath appointed euery man his end;true; i 
therfore ſtay till it: come. why that may be'thetime, 
_— Os 
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andthe place: yet thou mayſtbe guilty o !thine owne 
death by ſeeking it, and God may punith thee with 
final impenitencie for thy deſperatnes. Bur thy pur: 
poſe isto kill, andnot to be killed. That's worſe, for 
then thouart guiltic of an other mans death , and 
thine owne too, But thou wilt fly or get thy pardon 
thou canſt neuer fly from Gods preſence, & though - 
thou getteſt thy pardon forthy murther, yer thou 
maiſt bee damned for it: and for all thy fiyiag thou 
maiſtbe raken, and for all thy ſuire thou maiſt miſle 
thy pardon. Then thou wilt repent,God may forgiue 
thee. God will not fargiue thee, vnleſſe thou very 
hartily repent! thee, which thou art not ſure ro does 
when thouwilr, 7 
Bue thou doeſt not meane to kill, nor tobe killed: 
Ah, thy hart fajnts thee; nay but thou art bold'vpan 
thyskill,and thy iudgment: thy aduerlarie may put 
the beſides both:but thou knoweſt thou art too. good 
for him; many haue madethat reckoning,that haue 
come thotthome. Bur thou baſt often tryed & been 
trycd,and art ſafe: thanke God, and leaye there. Buc 
thou maiſt be prouoked; thou maiſt fairely, becauſe 
honeſtly refuſe it. Bur that's againſt thy nature ; tell 
not me of thy nature, I tell thee of Gods grace, and 
thy duety. Say what can be ſaid, there Js no proul, . 
dence, no well aduiſed wifedome, no chriſtianitie D 
In it. 
Butcanno man warrantably without tempting 
4 God;puthis life in hazard?*One way,if he be aſlalted 
when he cannotauoydic,that'sneceflitigo[faman be 


atſca vpon good occaſions, he is inhis way, hee fol. 
_- op lowes 
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lowes his vocation; or ifaman be called toſerue 
bis Princeor Country in battaile thats honourable. 
Andifa manbeſert apart to ſuffer tor Gods truth 
ſake,that's glorious, t 


\ * Some can be content toput vp. injuries, and . 


to hold their lives pretious inough, but they are 0- 
uerwhelmed with ſorrowes which comevpon them 
whether they will ornoe; for theloſſe of their goods, 
their friends, their children, Let them remember 
Tobs Joſles greater then theirs, and his patience grea- 
terthen his loſſes, inthe x; of 7ob. Lerthem remen- 
ber what he did and what he faid; when his forrowes 


came one vpon anothers necke vnto him, he aroſe 


ana fell downe open the grou 
griefe,but he wor(hipped and {4id, Naked came [out of my 
mothers wombe, and naked ſhail 1 veturae thither, the 
Lord bath ginen, and the Lord hath taken it, and bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord. : | 


indeed and rent his je owl ſhaved his head, 
d 


Some arc otherwiſepoore,diſtrefſed,and diſcaſed,. 


and haue noe comfort m the world. Ler them re- 
member Zazaras in the 16, of Luke. that liued and 
dyed (for this world) moſt mifer ably, but his com- 
forts after wards made amendes for: all. but God 


was preſent at hand with-them: ſohe is with vs3 and. 


can help vs, and wee knowe that all-things worke 
together for the beit to them that lone him. Ro- 
mans,8. _. "IE | | 
Bur touching this point that God hath appointed 
red euery man his end, what expreſle ſcripture hauc 
we forthat? Inthe 14 of 1b, weread touching e. 
uery 


, he had (enſe of his 


UMI 


UMI 


' of theprouidemerof God 45 
uery particular man, words thus: ſpoken to God 
Are not his dajes determined ? the number of his mo: 
neths are with thee, thou haſt appointed his boundes , 
which he ſhall not paſſe. 

Ifitbe ſo,were itnot yet better that men might 
know the time?why?for preparatis againſtthe time: 
thar's ſomewhat: for it is ſeene indeed, men dopre- 
pore themſelues to death when they finde they can 
weno longer, and part of their preparation is, in 
their affetions to leaue this world, and to defire 
heauen, bur that's not ſo goad, to be content to go, 
or to deſire heauen , when wee can ſtay heer no 
longer, __ | 

The right preparation is before extremitiescome, 
conſidering the certainty', that fuch a time will. 
come, & the yncertaintic when; ſeeing it may come 
acany time,enen are to: prepare, rhat tliey may be 
readie at all rimes. Veric fewe doe ſox it is too true, 
bur all ſhould do fo. It is Gods order, our Sauiour 
himſelfe hath ſer it, in the 13 of Matth, Take heede, 
watch and pray, for ye know not when the time is,as if 
he had ſaid directly, the lefle you know the (et time, 
the more ought you tobe alwayes ina readineſle,by 
taking heede that ye be not taken at ynawares; by 
watching for the cime, conſe it whenſocuer God 
pleaſe: by prayer to God for grace, and mercy, 
grace tocaſt all our care on him , mercie that he 
would care for vs, that whether we liue, or dic, {00- 
ner or later, we may be the Lords. 

. Thiygmuch of the words, a commandement, and 
an inducement to obedience; the doarine, Gods 
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prouidence, what itis, what things are"ſubie&vnto 


' 1t, and Gods mannerof working by itz the vie, our 
beingprouideat,iaſerling our itudgement, in obſer- 


uing Gods order,and in chriſtian practife, T have in- | 


ſtanced in ſomeparticulars, you may apply it to 
many more. Let theſe words of my an. or oo} this 
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy ſight, 
andctfecuall in this audience, O Lord ny ſtrength 
and my redeemer.To God the Father,God the Son 
and God the holy Ghoſt ye aſcribedall honor, 
power and glory, now and for 
| -.CUET,, AMEN. 
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